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COFFS HARBOUR DISTRICT FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC 

 The Coffs Harbour District Family History Society Inc. will launch its new publication “Coffs Har-
bour District Pre 1930 Pioneer Register” on Saturday, November 19, at 1.30pm at the Coffs Harbour Bo-
tanic Gardens. November 2011 is an appropriate time to release this publication as we celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of the NSW Government reserving and proclaiming 960 acres of Crown Land, and nam-
ing it Coff’s Harbour after Captain John Korff. 

 The new publication will include all entries from “Coffs Harbour Pioneer Register” Volumes 1 and 
11 published in 1987 and 1989. These volumes included pioneers in the district prior to 1920. These origi-
nal entries have been updated and revised where necessary. The new Pioneer Register of nearly 400 pag-
es includes many new submitted entries of pioneering families in the area prior to 1930 with biographical 
information on many of the pioneers. 

 “Coffs Harbour District Pre 1930 Pioneer Register” has been a work in progress since 2008. Many 
members of the Family History Society have assisted in updating and researching information for the pro-
posed register. In late 2009 a Pioneer Register sub-committee was set up to bring the book to frui-
tion. The sub-committee comprising Audrey Levy, Marlene Gordon, Nora Secombe, Gloria Small and Rosie 
Doherty have spent many hours bringing this book to publication. 

 The pre-publication cost of the new Pioneer Register will be $35 for orders placed before October 
31. Forms may be obtained from the C.H.D.F.H.S. Inc. Rooms at the rear of 169 Rose Avenue or by email-
ingcoffsgenie@netspace.net.au After this date the “Coffs Harbour District Pre 1930 Pioneer Register” will 
be available at a cost of $40. The book will also be for sale on the day of the 150th Birthday Celebrations of 
Coffs Harbour at the Jetty Foreshores  

For full details of the societies coming events please refer to the ²I!¢Ω{ hb page 

on our Website. 

http://www.nswactfhs.org/whatson.pdf 
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INVERELL 2011 CONFERENCE REPORT 

Pioneering the Country 

 The State Conference held at Inverell 2011 was a wonderful 

conference.  From the time we arrived, the town was welcoming, 

those travelling by coach, being met at the Tourist Bureau and driven 

to designated motels.  We admired the beautiful floral garden beds 

set around the roundabouts and took in the warm, country atmos-

phere and great weather. 

 The Inverell District Family History Group worked very hard to 

ensure that everything was covered, down to the last detail.  The 

family history fair was very busy and was a hit with locals and family 

history society members alike.  There were over 300 registrations for 

the two day conference.   

 Saturday and Sunday talks were very informative and interest-

ing, with speakers on varied family history related subjects.    

MC Peter Caddy, from the Inverell Tourist Bureau was enthusiastic 

and  obviously proud to be a part of the conference held in Inverell 

and organised by the local Inverell District Family History Group.  The 

RSM Club staff were supportive of the group and welcoming to the 

visitors from “out of town”. 

 The Meet and Greet on Friday night and the dinner on Satur-

day night were very well attended, enjoyable and many new friends 

were made.  Two Certificates of Appreciation were presented on the 

Friday night, one to Pamela Valentine and one to Mari Metzke.   
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 Two Awards were presented by our Association, at the Saturday night dinner, the Dorothy 

Fellowes Website Award and the Cynthia Foley Encouragement Award.  An Award was also pre-

sented by AFFHO to Port Macquarie & District Family History Society, who won a prize in the 

Nick Vine Hall Award 2011, for their newsletter Footsteps. 

 Sunday afternoon we were treated to “open house” at the Inverell Research Rooms and 

many took advantage of browsing and doing a bit of research and others took advantage of a 

quiet time, to catch their breath. 

 Monday, many of us enjoyed the tour of Newstead , knowledgably lead by Ann Hodgens.  

We learnt about the history of the homestead, visited the private cemetery and church ruin, and 

had a wonderful morning tea and lunch.  We then visited the Woolshed, where Tom Roberts 

painted The Golden Fleece.  A copy of the painting was held up by Ann and John Hodgens, as we 

looked down the woolshed where the shearers stood, bent over shearing the sheep.  Spine tin-

gling!  We also learnt about other Tom Roberts’ paintings, like Bailed Up and how locals were 

posed , to enable Tom Roberts to paint the scenes. 

 I for one was reluctant to leave Inverell on Tuesday morning and it will be a conference 

that I will long remember. 

 Congratulations to Ann Hodgens, Muriel Resta and the wonderful team from Inverell.  You 

ran a well organised and enjoyable conference.   The skeleton of your former arcade and premis-

es was standing there as a stark reminder of your loss.  You all picked up the pieces and in the 

face of adversity, showed what can be achieved.  Well done! 

 

Jan Koperberg 

Editor 

 

PS  I have just learnt that Ann Hodgens is to be a speaker at the RAHS State Conference, to be 

held later this month in Maitland….and a team is going with her for support, of course!  Hope 

you all enjoy the experience.  I am unable to attend the RAHS Conference this year. 
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EXECUTIVE & COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 2011EXECUTIVE & COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 2011——20122012  

Photo taken at the RSM Club InverellPhoto taken at the RSM Club Inverell  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Executive & Committee MembersExecutive & Committee Members::  

Front, left to rightFront, left to right  

Heather Clarey, TreasurerHeather Clarey, Treasurer——Botany Bay Family History Society IncBotany Bay Family History Society Inc  

Jan Koperberg, SecretaryJan Koperberg, Secretary——Blue Mountains Family History Society IncBlue Mountains Family History Society Inc  

Doug ThomasDoug Thomas——Wyong Family History Group IncWyong Family History Group Inc  

Beverly Booth, CommitteeBeverly Booth, Committee——Illawarra Family History Group IncIllawarra Family History Group Inc  

Muriel Resta, Vice PresidentMuriel Resta, Vice President——Inverell District Family History Society Group IncInverell District Family History Society Group Inc  

Gail Hanger, CommitteeGail Hanger, Committee——Picton & District Historical & Family History Society IncPicton & District Historical & Family History Society Inc  

Rear, left and rightRear, left and right  

Joy Vost, PresidentJoy Vost, President——Shoalhaven Family History Society IncShoalhaven Family History Society Inc  

Clive SmithClive Smith——  Port Macquarie & District Family History Society IncPort Macquarie & District Family History Society Inc  

  



 

COMMITTEE UPDATECOMMITTEE UPDATE  

  
We are still working on a number of items, that we will be able to report on after our next committee We are still working on a number of items, that we will be able to report on after our next committee 

meeting:meeting:  

  

A “catchy” sign that can be used on advertising and promotional work, to encourage researchers to join A “catchy” sign that can be used on advertising and promotional work, to encourage researchers to join 

their local family history society or group.  We have a few designs submitted for comment by the com-their local family history society or group.  We have a few designs submitted for comment by the com-

mittee.mittee.  

  

The new Promotional CD.  The new Promotional CD.    

  

Surveys, similar to the Internet Survey, circulated by Jan Saundercock from Lithgow & District Family Surveys, similar to the Internet Survey, circulated by Jan Saundercock from Lithgow & District Family 

History Society, recently.  You would have received a summary of the replies received by Lithgow.  One History Society, recently.  You would have received a summary of the replies received by Lithgow.  One 

that might be relevant is to ascertain the Insurance cover carried by societies for their resources and that might be relevant is to ascertain the Insurance cover carried by societies for their resources and 

buildings, with a view to blanket cover.buildings, with a view to blanket cover.  

  

Please let us know by the end of the month, if you have any items for the committee meeting agenda for Please let us know by the end of the month, if you have any items for the committee meeting agenda for 

13 November.13 November.  

  

  

  

STOP PRESSSTOP PRESS——FROM INVERELLFROM INVERELL  

  
  On behalf of Inverell District History Group, we would like to thank those who made the journey to On behalf of Inverell District History Group, we would like to thank those who made the journey to 

Inverell, to be part of the 2011 Conference.  Your support and enthusiasm made for a very successful week-Inverell, to be part of the 2011 Conference.  Your support and enthusiasm made for a very successful week-

end and was much appreciated.end and was much appreciated.  

  We wish Botany Bay well with their conference preparations for 2012.  We trust they will provide We wish Botany Bay well with their conference preparations for 2012.  We trust they will provide 

an an ǳƴōƛŀǎŜŘ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŀǘ LƴǾŜǊŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƻŦŦŜƴŎŜǎΩ ǳƴōƛŀǎŜŘ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŀǘ LƴǾŜǊŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƻŦŦŜƴŎŜǎΩ to enjoy their week-to enjoy their week-

end.end.  

  Looking forward to catching up with everyone again next year.Looking forward to catching up with everyone again next year.  

  

Kind regardsKind regards  

Muriel Resta and Ann HodgensMuriel Resta and Ann Hodgens  

2011 Conference Convenors2011 Conference Convenors  
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2011-2012 

 

The Association would like to welcome Port Macquarie & District Family History Society Inc to 

the management committee 

 

Southern Region remains the same 

Illawarra Family History Group Inc & Shoalhaven Family History Society Inc 

Metropolitan  Region remains the same 

Botany Bay Family History Society Inc  &  Picton & District Historical & Family History Society 

Inc 

Central Region  remains the same 

Blue Mountains Family History Society Inc & Wyong Family History Group Inc 

Northern Region   

Inverell & District Family History Goup Inc and welcoming Port Macquarie & District Family His-

tory Society 

 

EXECUTIVE POSITIONS 

PRESIDENT: 

Joy Vost representing Shoalhaven Family History Society Inc 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

Murial Resta representing Inverell District Family History Society Inc 

SECRETARY: 

Jan Koperberg representing Blue Mountains Family History Society Inc 

TREASURER: 

Heather Clarey representing Botany Bay Family History Society Inc 

 

NEXT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

This will take place on Sunday 13 November 2011 at the  

Research Rooms of Botany Bay Family History Society at Caringbah 

Items for the Agenda should reach the Secretary at least two weeks 

Prior to the meeting. 

Email nswact@gmail.com or j.koperberg@bigpond.com 



 

Conference 2012 Report to Committee meeting of the NSW & ACT Association of Family 
History Societies.  Inverell 16 September 2011 by Allan Murrin  

 

 We consider this conference weekend to be an observation and learning experience for the mem-
bers of the Botany Bay Family History Society.  Thirty one BBFHS members are attending the conference.    

   

 The BBFHS Annual General Meeting was held on 7th September 2011 and Allan Murrin presented 
the conference website to the assembled membership.   

   

 The website is now activated  www.conference2012.org.au.  Allan requested that the connection 
now be listed on the Association website.  

  

 BBFHS has held a Family History Fair every April as part of the Sutherland Shire Heritage Festival.  
The BBFHS management committee feel that the Annual Family History Fair is different to the format of a 
public event at the Family History Conference.  To indicate the difference between the April Family History 
Fair, a Family History Expo will be held on Friday 14th September with exhibitors and workshops.   

  

 At this 2011 conference in Inverell we have an 2012 Conference Information Table.   

 

The purpose table is to answer question regarding our conference.   

¨      The website is on display. Postcards are being distributed with the URL address.  The website will 
expand as speakers and programmes are finalized.   

¨      Accommodation brochure has been printed and outlines the various hotels, motels, bed & break-
fast and caravan parks in the area and these are available at the table.  The list is also on the web-
site and shows the venues that are offering discounted rates.  There are also  BBFHS members who 
are willing to provide billets over the conference. 

¨      Expression of Interest forms are available.  It is the intention to send email communications over 
 the next 12 months of developments in the conference planning to those who complete the  

 Expression of Interest.  At the conclusion of this conference and part of the “Call to 2012” four 
 names will be drawn and they will be entitled to $30 voucher off their 2012 registration.   

 

Speakers.  We have received interest from six speakers and will be concentrating on expanding the list with 
anticipation that all speakers could be finalized by the end of this year.   

 

Programme and Registrations forms.  It is hoped that these will be ready for circulation early 2012.  A Early 
Bird saving of $25 will be offer for registrations received by 15th July 2012.  

 

Allan Murrin, Conference Convenor 2012 
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The 2012 Adelaide  Congress Registration booklet has been printed. 

Port Macquarie received the Nick Vine Hall award for best journal.  Port Macquarie & Districts FHS and 

AFFHO  assumed that it could be presented at this conference however they were informed that it was a 

very tight schedule at the conference and after discussion it was agreed that the presentation would take 

place at the dinner.  Narre Warren & District FHG of Victoria received the second prize.  

 

New Zealand are holding a conference in June 2012 and will be inviting Nick Barrett of WDYTYA from Eng-

land.  Fiona Brooker (NZ representative) was interested to know whether any society in Australia  

would be interested in jointly sponsoring his travel expenses.  Any one interested should contact Fiona 

Brooker.  Her email is brooker@ihug.co.nz 

Before the next meeting  a trial meeting on Skype on 25 Oct 11 will be effected and if it is successful the 

meeting on the 8 November will be via Skype and not by teleconferencing. 

Please contact your NSW & ACT Association of FHS representative Heather Clarey  

heatherclarey@yahoo.com.au , 9523 1770 if you would like any issues raised at the next AFFHO meeting 

on 8 November. 

Heather Clarey  

NSW State Association Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIA SYDNEY CONSULTATIVE FORUM 

Report—16 September 2011 from Jan Koperberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 There was nothing to report from National Archives, as the Forum scheduled for the 

middle of the year had to be cancelled, due to illness.  A Forum is scheduled for Decem-

ber and I should be able to submit a report to the February committee meeting and pub-

lish in the March NSWACTion newsletter. 

outbind://2/www.conference2012.org.au


Report 16 September 2011, from Heather Clarey 

AFFHO Report 

I attended the teleconference on Tuesday 17 May.  It was the AGM and thirteen people were in attend-

ance.   Pam Valentine who was the current representative was also in attendance from the association, a 

position, she has held since 1997.  During proceedings Pam was thanked for her long service to AFFHO.   

Andrew Peake was re-elected as President.  Councillors were elected from all states and territories except 

NSW & NT.  It is hoped however that a councillor will be nominated from NSW in the near future.  The rep-

resentatives nominated were Jenny Harkness from VAFHO and myself from the association and Marionne 

Diggles will be the representative from History Queensland. 

National Family History Week -  It was brought up for discussion that the flyers for the National History 

Week (NHW) should have a blank area for the local societies to advertise the activity which is planned by 

them for NHW.  This was passed and if the flyers have not gone to the printers that will be done otherwise 

there is to be a white area on the flyers next year. The Family History week will be launched on 29th July.   

AFFHO will liaise with Ancestry re a campaign to support saving the census. 

Adelaide Congress  will be held in March 2012 in Adelaide and a full list of International and Australian 

speakers is listed on their conference website.  Registration booklets will be going to the printer soon.  Ear-

ly bird registration will be $450 with provision for payment in three parts. Full registration is $495, early 

bird before November 30 is $450 and day registration is $145 

Nick Vine Hall Award - Only two entries had been received in Category A and no entries had been received 

in Category B.  

Next meeting 9th August 2011 

9 August 2011 Meeting 

Alfred James is now the NSW representative. He will also be the secretary.  SAG would not nominate him as 

a representative from their society as he had not served on any committees at that society.  He will be 

nominated by a name society, who will become a member so he can do the work. 

There was discussion about the mailing system and the lack of update between AFFHO and the National 

Family History Week committee. 

The flyer for the NFHW had been altered from past years after the request from the previous AFFHO meet-

ing.  It has now been suggested that the blank area be on the front of the flyer and matt paper be used so 

that the ink from printing or a stamp will adhere. 

Lesle Berry is remunerated 10% of sponsorship moneys from NFHW pursuant to a decision made by the 

AFFHO council on 8 Feb 2011. 
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2013 CONFERENCE  
 

 

The Heraldry and Genealogy Society of Canberra will be hosting the 2013 Conference in  

Canberra.  We congratulate Kerrie Gray, the Conference Convener and the team at HAGSOC , in-

cluding Peter Kennedy, on their successful submission and look forward to their progress  

reports, in due course.  The dates for 2013 State Conference are 13 , 14 and 15 September 2013. 

  

DOROTHY FELLOWES WEBSITE AWARD FOR 2011 
CONGRATULATIONS TO BOTANY BAY AND FAMILY HISTORY GROUP OF BATHURST 

Brad Argent from Ancestry Australia and Peter Applebee the Webmaster from AFFHO judged the 

entries for the Award and felt there was a tie.  Botany Bay were the winners of the Dorothy  

Fellowes Website Award for Design  and this was accepted by Pat Fearnley, Webmaster and the 

Family History Group of Bathurst was the winner for Content and their Award was posted to 

them after the conference.  Congratulations to both web administrators for a job well done.  

Dorothy Fellowes was unable to travel to Inverell this year, due to illness and the Award was pre-

sented by Brad Argent and Peter Applebee at the Conference Dinner on the Saturday night.  

 

CYNTHIA FOLEY ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FRIENDS OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S 

The inaugural Cynthia Fellowes Encouragement Award was presented by Cynthia Foley, following the  

Dorothy Fellowes Award, at the Conference Dinner on the Saturday night.  Cynthia refunded the member-

ship fee for the first year to The Friends of St Bartholomew’s and the Award was accepted on their behalf 

by Marion McGuirk from Toongabbie & District Historical Society Inc. 

 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 
Pamela Valentine—At the Meet and Greet on the Friday night, Pamela received a Certificate of Apprecia-

tion and a gift for her long and valuable service as Vice President and then President of the Association.  

Pamela stepped down as President at the 2010 AGM and although she had indicated she was going to do 

this, we really were not prepared, and made sure we recognized her at the 2011 State Conference.  Thank 

you Pamela, for your continued support. 

 

Mari Metzke—former Outreach Officer and Manager of the RAHS retired in 2011 and Mari was also recog-

nized for her support to Affiliated Societies and for her establishment of the Insurance Program. 
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WEBSITE REPORT 
 

Kay Radford continues as Webmaster, although she would like a break, but will continue till we find a 

suitable replacement.  In the meantime, Kay continues to add changes to the website, as necessary.  

PLEASE REMEMBER to send your EVENTS to nswact@gmail.com or j.koperberg@bigpond.com for place-

ment on the website under WHAT’S ON.  This brings attention to your Society and helps to reduce the 

possibility of “clashing” with other Societies events.  Don’t forget to also send any change of address or 

email address for updating on the website. 

 

Thank you Kay for your continued support. 

 

TWITTER AND FACEBOOK—Assessing the legal risks for community groups 

 

The Our Community Matters newsletter advises community groups to be careful with posts 

made by third parties on their Facebook and Twitter pages.  The Federal Court recently deter-

mined that organisations can be liable for posts.  Regularly monitor your social media pages. 

If you would like a copy of this newsletter emailed to you, please let me know. 

 

FAIR TRADING NSW & NSW OFFICE OF LIQUOR, GAMING AND RACING 
 

Changes to Associations Legislation for July 2011, can be obtained from www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au or 

phoning 13 32 20.  There are also seminars being run by Fair Trading at centres around the State. 

The main changes took place on 1 July 2010, so most of you should be familiar.  Societies should also  

become familiar with the rules of the NSW Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing, in regard to raffles, fund 

raising events, etc.  Website www.olgr.nsw.gov.au and phone number 02 9995 0666.  Fact sheets and 

brochures are available free of charge. 

 

WELCOME TO NEW SOCIETIES AND GROUPS 

 
We welcome  The Friends of St Bartholomew’s and Granville Historical Society Inc, who both joined be-

tween Conference 2010 and 2011.  St Bartholomew’s picked up the Cynthia Foley Encouragement Award. 

 

Welcome to KARI Aboriginal Resources Inc.  Three members of KARI attended the conference at Inverell, 

thoroughly enjoyed the conference and are looking forward to 2012 at Gymea.  They are very  

enthusiastic about their family history research.  

 


